
PHIL’S FORECAST
MSU entered '07 as arguably the Big Ten's biggest underachiever 
in this decade. In John L Smith's debut season in '03 they opened 
7-1 vs a soft slate. Unfortunately after that strong start, they went 
just 15-25 through '06 and Smith got the ax. The team was known 
for its late season collapses under Smith including '06 when they 
opened 3-0 and had a 37-21 4Q lead vs ND. MSU lost that game 
and won just once more. That one win came in the NCAA's biggest 
comeback ever (trailed NW 38-3). The '06 squad was 1-7 and -90.8 
ypg in Big Ten play (3rd worst). Teams that have early success 
under a new HC usually buy into the program and Dantonio, 
despite having just 12 ret starters, got that benefi t. The Spartans 
won their fi rst four including an amazing 6th straight win in South 
Bend (354-203 yard edge). The Spartans went 1-4 over their next 
5 but two of the losses were in OT and they had a 564-461 yd edge 
vs #9 Wisc, but came up 3 points short. When Dantonio was hired 
he mentioned the Nov 3rd date vs rival Michigan at a basketball 
game, much like his mentor Jim Tressel did at Ohio St. The Spartans 
led Mich 24-14 with 7:40 left but lost 28-24. In the season fi nale 
they trailed Penn St 24-7 but rallied for the miracle win to get to 
7-5 and a bowl. Last year they lost to Cal in the opener but then 
won 6 straight. Iowa blew numerous chances in the redzone and 
the Spartans prevailed by 3 and got their fi rst AP ranking since '05 
(#23). After whipping NW, they had dreams of a Big Ten Title at 6-1 
and hosting Ohio St. Unfortunately when the Buckeyes departed, 
MSU was on the short end of a 45-7 score. Fueled by ex-Mich 
RB Mike Hart's "little brother" comments, they beat the Wolves the 
next week 35-21 on the road, only the 2nd time they were favored 
in the series since 1968. Wisc led by 11 in the 4Q but MSU came 
back to win 25-24. Swenson calmly nailed a 44 yd FG w/:07 left 
for the comeback win as UW HC Bret Bielema called a time-out 
as they scurried up to the line for a FG. MSU won 21-7 over a beat 
up Purdue team then with a shot at tying for the Big Ten Title, were 
thrashed by Penn St 49-18. They were respectable vs GA in the 
bowl but lost by 12. MSU was 6-2 in the B10 but actually -35.9 

 OFFENSE 2009 PROJECTED STARTING LINEUP DEFENSE
QB 9 Keith Nichol So. 6-2 212  PS#7. 3 gm, 28 ttl yd true at Okla. Trans LY.
8 Kirk Cousins (6'3" 202 So) PS#179. 5 gm, 310 (74%), 2-1 ratio rFr. Andrew Maxwell PS#32.
RB  NA Edwin Baker Fr. 5-10 205  PS#10. Larry Caper PS#21. 27 Andre Anderson 
(5'9" 190 So) PS#139. 11 gm, 97 (3.7) rFr. 20 AJ Jimmerson (5'10" 205 Sr) PS#59. 205 (3.6) 3Y.
WR 25 BLAIR WHITE SR. 6-2 205  14 gm, 3 rec 2Y. 5 st, 659 (15.3), 2nd Tm B10 LY. 
FB 45 Andrew Hawken (6'2" 238 Sr) PS#50. 6 st, 21 rec 2Y. 44 Josh Rouse (6'3" 242 Sr). 3 rec LY.
WR  2 MARK DELL JR. 6-2 196  PS#22. 8 st, 220 (11.0) true. 8 st, 11 gm (inj) 
679 (18.9) LY. 6 Fred Smith (6'2" 225 So) PS#33. 1 rec true. Donald Spencer is PS#63. 
WR 3 BJ CUNNINGHAM SO. 6-2 210  PS#198. 11 st, 528 (12.9) rFr. 82 Keshawn Martin 
(6'0" 186 So) PS#339. 10 gm, 132 (12.0) true. 16 Chris D Rucker (5'10" 170 So) PS#163. 4 gm rFr.
TE  83 CHARLIE GANTT JR. 6-4 245 PS#32. 4 gm rFr. 13 st, 302 (15.9), HM B10 LY.
85 Garrett Celek (6'5" 243 So) PS#95. 5 st, 50 (8.3) rFr. 88 Brian Linthicum (6'4" 235 So) PS#48.
C  65 JOEL NITCHMAN SR. 6-3 296  PS#68. 1 gm rFr. 8 st (7 C, 1 TE) '07. 13 st C, HM 
B10 LY. 66 John Stipek (6'5" 306 Sr) PS#79. 6 gm 3Y. LS Alex Shackleton (6'2" 237 Jr). 26 gm 2Y.
RG  75 Jared McGaha So. 6-6 289  PS#212. 1 gm as rFr. 62 Chris McDonald (6'5" 285 
rFr) PS#171. 63 Anthony Woods (6'3" 330 rFr) PS#257. LS 69 Forrest Cohn (6'0" 230 rFr).
LG  67 JOEL FOREMAN SO. 6-3 310  PS#270. 11 st, 13 gm, 1st Tm Frosh AA rFr.
68 Ethan Ruhland (6'6" 287 rFr) PS#72. 73 Arthur Ray Jr (6'3" 307 So) PS#134. Cancer L2Y. 
RT  77 J'Michael Deane Jr. 6-5 297  Canadian. 2 gm 2Y. 61 Antonio Jeremiah (6'5" 335 
Jr) PS#31. 17 gm, 14 tkl 2Y. Move from DL in spg. Mike Schmeding (6'8" 330 Sr) PS#142. 3 gm 3Y.
LT  57 ROCCO CIRONI SR. 6-6 310  PS#93. 2 st, 10 gm 2Y. 13 st, 32 pcake LY. DJ 
Young (6'5" 305 Jr) PS#177. 4 st DL 2Y at BG. Trans LY. Brendon Moss (6'6" 284 Sr). 1 st, 13 gm 3Y.
K  14 BRETT SWENSON SR. 5-8 175  PS#32. 15-19 FG, L/46, 1st Tm Frosh AA true. 
15-22 FG, L/46 '07. 22-28 FG, L/50, 1st Tm B10 LY. Dan Conroy (5'10" 180 rFr) PS#52.

RB Edwin Baker 5-10 205 PS#10
OL David Barrent 6-8 295 PS#14
RB Larry Caper 5-11 215 PS#21
LB Chris Norman 6-2 222 PS#16
TE Dion Sims 6-6 240 PS#8
QB Andrew Maxwell 6-3 190 PS#32
DL Blake Treadwell 6-3 270 PS#57
LB  Jeremy Gainer 6-1 215 PS#58
WR Donald Spencer 6-4 198 PS#63
OL Nate Klatt 6-4 290 PS#76
DB Dana Dixon 6-3 180 PS#86
LB TyQuan Hammock 6-1 220 PS#73
CB Patrick White 5-11 180 PS#85WR
DB Denicos Allen 5-10 205 PS#123
WR Bennie Fowler 6-2 200 PS#99
OL Micajah Reynolds 6-5 315 PS#121
OL Henry Conway 6-6 300 PS#164
DB Jairus Jones 6-1 195 PS#192
TE Derek Hoebing 6-5 245 PS#55
K  Kevin Muma 6-0 170 PS#16
DL  Dan France 6-5 275 PS#203
DL  Denzel Drone 6-2 230 PS#346
QB Kyle Nichol 5-10 175 PS#196
DL  Corey Freeman 6-3 235 PS#440
QB Dan Folino 5-11 175 PS#977
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QUARTERBACKS - Drew Stanton left after 2006 as the 
school's #2 all-time career leading passer (#2DC DET). Stanton 
was injured often so his backup Brian Hoyer (PS#23) played 
in 13 games his fi rst 2 years. Stanton missed most of his last 
2 gms due to inj and Hoyer threw for 330 vs Minny and then 
started vs Penn St in front of 108,607 and set a school record 
for att with 61 for 291 yards and zero int. He threw for 863 (57%) 
with a 4-3 ratio in '06. In 2007 Hoyer had just 7 int fi nishing #2 in 
the Big Ten in pass eff in conf play. He threw for 2,725 (59.3%) 
and after 4 int in the bowl, fi nished with a 20-11 ratio. Last year 
both backups transferred. That left rFr Kirk Cousins (PS#179) as 
the lone scholarship backup. The Spartan's had to replace their 
top 2 rec's (#2, #5 DC's) and with dropped passes common, his 
completion % slipped to 51% (2,404, 9-9 ratio). He did become 
the fi rst QB to take the Spartans to B2B bowls since 1990 and is 
the #3 career passing leader here. Cousins will have to fend off 
Keith Nichol (PS#7) who played in 3 as a true frosh at Oklahoma. 
Nichol has 4.5 speed and the staff added option packages in the 
spring to take advantage of his mobility. Dantonio has said both 
QB's may play this year and despite the loss of a 2 year starter, 
the Spartans could have improved passing stats.
RUNNING BACKS - Coming into 2007 the Spartans had 
not had a 1,000 yard rusher in 5 years. In 2005 true frosh Javon 
Ringer (PS#27) led with 817 (6.7) and his 194 vs Illinois was a 
school frosh rushing record. Good-sized Jehuu Caulcrick (255 
lbs, PS#55) had 478 (5.4). In 2006 Ringer hurt his knee (miss 
4) but still led with 497 (5.8). Caulcrick had 426 (3.9). In 2007 
they nearly produced a pair of 1,000 yard rushers. Ringer, who is 
5'9" with sub-4.4 speed, fi nished with 1,447 (5.9). Caulcrick had 
872 (3.9) and was used in goal line situations setting a school 
record with 21 rushing TD's. Last year they lost Caulcrick and 
Ringer became the workhorse. He led the NCAA in rush att with 
390, was a Doak Walker fi nalist and earned some fi rst team AA 
honors rushing for 1,637 (4.2) breaking Caulcrick's record with 
22 TD's (#5 rec). They failed to fi nd a trust worthy #2 TB which 
is why Ringer had over 90% of the rush attempts by a RB. RFr 
Andre Anderson (PS#139) fi nished #2 with 97 (3.7). This year 
they lose Ringer (#5DC TEN) and FB Jeff McPherson (4 st). Not 
listed below are Andrew Pendy (6'1" 238 Sr), Glenn Winston (6'2" 
218 So, PS#250), Caulton Ray (5'9" 195 rFr, PS#114), Ashton 
Leggett (5'11" 235 So, PS#119), Adam Setterbo (6'3" 243 So, 
PS#211LB), Andre Buford (5'8" 180 rFr), David Spears (5'10" 
204 rFr) and Nick Bendzuck (6'3" 235 Jr). It wouldn't surprise me 
if a true frosh won the job. The Spartans could improve upon the 
3.3 ypc of 2008 but will miss their star offensive player.
RECEIVERS - This group was the question mark of the off 
last year as they had to replace their top 2 receivers and then 
were banged up most of the year. The leading returnee was 
VHT soph Mark Dell (PS#22). He led early thanks to a huge 
performance vs Cal (202, 22.4) but missed 2. While he fi nished 
#3 in rec, he was #1 in yds with 679 (18.9). Former walk-on 
Blair White was #2 with 659 (15.3) incl the most yds in B2B 
gms (307 vs UW & Michigan) since Charles Rogers in '02. RFr 
BJ Cunningham (PS#198) had 528 (12.9). TE Charlie Gantt 
(PS#32) was #4 with 302 (15.9). Not listed in the 3 deep below 
are Myles White (6'1" 170 rFr, PS#293), Cam Martin (6'3" 178 
So), Danny Knibbs (5'11" 205 So) and TE David Duran (6'5" 
238 So, PS#58). This year the only loss is Deon Curry (5 rec, 2 
st) so this unit is vastly more experienced.
OFFENSIVE LINE - In 2006 the Spartans had to replace 3 
starters and then were hit hard by injuries. Nine diff OL started 
and as you would expect, the unit struggled avg just 129 ypg 
(4.0). In '07 they had 7 back with starting experience and switched 
from a zone blocking to a power blocking scheme. The unit was 
banged up once again (8 diff st'rs) but still improved to 198 ypg 

(4.4) while allowing 30 sacks. The line avg 316 lbs and wore 
teams down as the game went on. Last year they had to replace 
4 players (comb 34 st) but 3 were back who had 8+ starts and 6 
with starting experience and they avg 308 lbs. Even with Javon 
Ringer, the numbers dropped to 130 ypg rush (3.3) but they did 
trim the sack total to 24 (6.0%). This year they lose RG Roland 
Martin (13 st, 3Y st'r), RT Jesse Miller (13 st, 3Y st'r) and LG 
Mike Bacon (2 st). Not listed below are John Deoy (6'6" 295 rFr) 
and Zach Heuter (6'7" 328 rFr). Despite the loss of 2 big veteran 
starters and an NFL DC RB, this unit has more starts returning 
(52) than '07 and can only improve. 
DEFENSIVE LINE - In '07 MSU's D-line was led by 
hard charging DE's Ervin Baldwin (8.5 sk, #7DC) and Jonal 
Saint-Dic (1st Tm B10, 10 sk). They allowed just 126 ypg rush 
(3.6) while improving the sack total from 16 to 40. LY they had 
to replace 3 starters incl both DE's but did get the addition 
of Cincy transfer Trevor Anderson (13 st, 6 sk, 7 tfl  '06). As 
expected, the numbers dropped to allowing 142 ypg (4.1) with 
26 sacks. This yr they lose HM B10 DT Justin Kershaw (13 st, 
28 tkl, 3 sk), HM B10 DE Brandon Long (9 st, 39 tkl, 5.5 sk) 
and DE Dwayne Holmes (4 st, 14 tkl). Not listed below are DE's 
Jonathon Strayhorn (6'0" 259 So) and Cameron Jude (6'3" 244 
rFr, PS#260). Anderson had 8 sacks in his fi rst yr here and this 
unit is more experienced than '08 and looks stronger.

LINEBACKERS - John L Smith ran a 4-2-5 defense so 
Dantonio inherited LB's that were smaller than he preferred. Last 
year they had to replace one starter (#4 tkl'r) and one backup 
(6 st, #9 tkl'r). They ret'd Greg Jones (#1 tkl'r) and Eric Gordon 
(#5). Adam Decker began the year at MLB but Greg Jones had 
8 starts at SLB and 5 at MLB and earned 1st Tm Big Ten Honors 
(MSU's 1st since '01). This year the only loss is Ryan Allison (4 
st, 50 tkl). Not listed in the PSL is Jamiihr Williams (6'3" 235 rFr, 
PS#121). They add in VHT true frosh Chris Norman (PS#16) and 
this looks like one of the top LB corps in the Big Ten.
DEFENSIVE BACKS - The Spartans had an experienced 
secondary in '06 but surprisingly dropped to #102 in my pass 
D rankings allowing a 32-8 ratio. In '07 they had to replace both 
starting CB's. Their 2 replacement CB's missed a combined 10 
games but they still moved up to #64. Last year they had to replace 
two S's (comb 19 st) but did have fi ve of the top eight back. One 
of the losses was projected starting FS Roderick Jenrette who 
left in Aug. CB Kendell Davis-Clark moved to FS and started 
just 5. Dantonio did a great job as the Spartans moved up to 
#28 despite inj's which ravaged the unit (not 1 DB started all 13 
gms). This year they lose SS Otis Wiley (12 st, 78 tkl, 4 int) and 
Mike Bell (2 tkl). Eight return with starting experience and adding 

depth are Josh Bodell (6'0" 181 Jr), Quentin Williams (5'10" 168 
So) and Jesse Johnson (5'10" 188 Jr). Roderick Jenrette (6'1" 
195 Jr, 20 tkl 2Y) wasn't enrolled in the spring but could return. 
I'll call for continued improvement.
SPECIAL TEAMS - In '06 Brett Swenson hit 15 of 19 FG 
(long 46) and P Brandon Fields had a fi ne 37.2 net but due to 
a poor return gm, the unit only fi nished #67 in my ST rankings. 
In '07 they had to replace Fields (#7DC) and I noted Dantonio's 
Cincy units had fi nished just #106, #113 and #82 so moving up 
would be diffi cult. Despite having one of the best KR in the country 
in Devin Thomas (29.1), MSU fi nished just #77. Swenson hit 15 
of 22 (long 46, 4 miss 50+). LY they had to replace Thomas and 
their top PR. Swenson set a school rec making 15 straight FG's 
(Paul Edinger 13, 1998). He hit 22 of 28 (long 50). He did have 
2 misses from 50+ and 3 misses vs Mich but all were affected 
by bad snaps. Dantonio says he is one of the best K's to ever 
attend MSU. P Bates improved from 39.7 (33.8 net) to 42.0 (34.4 
net). True frosh Glenn Winston was the top KR (22.8) and Otis 
Wiley the top PR (10.4). Winston was susp in spg and his status 
is questionable. This yr they must replace Wiley and I'll call for 
the Spartans to improve upon their #58 fi nish.
COACHES - MSU wanted an old school disciplinarian so 
they brought in Mark Dantonio in '07. Dantonio served on 
Nick Saban's staff as the Spartans' DB coach from '95-'00. 
He moved on to become DC at Ohio St for 3 years including 
its Nat'l Title in '02 before taking over at Cincy as HC in '04 
where he produced two bowl seasons in 3 years. He has 
guided the Spartans to 2 bowls incl a Jan 1 bid (MSU's fi rst 
consecutive bowls since 1995-'97 under Saban). His OC is 
Don Treadwell who was the MSU WR Coach from '00-'02 and 
UC's OC for 3 yrs. The DC is Pat Narduzzi who was Miami, 
Oh's DC in '03 and the Bearcats' DC from '04-'06. 

DE  89 Colin Neely Jr. 6-1 245  PS#76. 3 tkl, 1 gm (inj) rFr. 3 st, 14 tkl LY. 91 Tyler 
Hoover (6'7" 268 rFr) PS#44. 48 Drew Stevens (6'4" 228 rFr) PS#203. Todd Anderson (6'2" 250 So).
NT  70 OREN WILSON JR. 6-3 288  PS#134. 1 st, 13 gm, 10 tkl as true. 13 st, 15 tkl LY. 
98 Michael Jordan (6'5" 295 Sr) PS#198JC. 9 tkl 2Y. 92 Ishmyl Johnson (6'5" 272 So) PS#210. 
DT  99 Jerel Worthy rFr. 6-3 297  PS#112. Inj & RS. 96 Kevin Pickelman (6'3" 255 
So) PS#404. 13 gm, 5 tkl rFr. 61 Antonio Jeremiah (6'5" 335 Jr) PS#31. 17 gm, 14 tkl 2Y. RT spg.
DE  58 TREVOR ANDERSON SR. 6-2 259  PS#144. 21 st, 75 tkl, 21.5 tfl  2Y at Cincy. RS 
(trans) '07. 10 st, 30 tkl, 10.5 tfl , HM B10 LY. 54 David Rolf (6'3" 228 So) PS#320. 9 tkl true. 
SLB 43 ERIC GORDON JR. 6-0 223  PS#44. 23 st, 147 tkl, 15 tfl  2Y. 36 Jon Misch (6'2" 
205 Jr) PS#390. 2 st, 22 tkl 2Y. Jeremy Gainer is PS#58. 80 Tyrone Mattison (6'1" 209 rFr).
MLB 53 GREG JONES JR. 6-1 222  PS#146. 7 st, 78 tkl, 8.5 tfl  true. 13 st, 127 tkl, 
14 tfl , 1st Tm B10 LY. 55 Adam Decker (6'2" 242 Sr) PS#142. 10 tkl 2Y. 8 st, 56 tkl, 6 tfl  LY. 
WLB  NA CHRIS NORMAN FR. 6-2 222  PS#16. 34 Brandon Denson (5'11" 228 Sr). 10 tkl 
'07. 31 tkl LY. 50 Steven Gardiner (6'1" 216 rFr) PS#57. Marcus Webb (5'11" 218 Sr). 3 gm 3Y.
CB  37 ROSS WEAVER SR. 6-1 204  PS#201. 8 tkl true. Med RS '06. 5 st, 19 tkl '07. 11 
st, 28 tkl, 8 pd LY. Jeremy Ware (5'10" 181 Sr) PS#364. SC trans. 4 st, 32 tkl, 7 pd 2Y here.
CB  29 CHRIS L. RUCKER JR. 6-2 197  PS#165. 4 st (inj), 24 tkl true. 9 st, 45 tkl, HM B10 LY. 
5 Johnny Adams (5'11" 165 So) PS#61. 2 st, 12 gm, 21 tkl, 6 pd true. 14 Chase Parker (5'8" 170 rFr).
SS  38 Kendell Davis-Clark Sr. 5-11 206  PS#63. 3 st, 39 tkl '06. 12 st, 72 tkl '07. 5 st, 8 gm 
(inj), 27 tkl LY. 11 Marcus Hyde (6'0" 205 Jr). 1 st, 33 tkl 2Y. 30 Brynden Trawick (6'3" 222 rFr) PS#94.
FS  33 DAN FORTENER SR. 6-1 203  PS#470. 8 tkl 2Y. 9 st, 69 tkl, 9 pd LY. 39 Trenton 
Robinson (5'10" 190 So) PS#203. 6 tkl as true. Ashton Henderson (5'11" 183 Sr) PS#272. 25 tkl 3Y. 
P  18 AARON BATES JR. 6-0 190  PS#54. 69 punts (39.7), 33.8 net, 13 gm as true. 71 
punts (42.0), 34.4 net, 2nd Tm B10 LY. 10 Kyle Selden (6'5" 187 rFr). Avg 38.8 ypp as Sr in HS.

POSITION OUTLOOK FOR 2009
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ypg, a much weaker mark than their 
3-5 squad of '07 (+37.0 ypg). The 
Spartans do have 15 ret starters.
Dantonio enters his 3rd season and 
has his best team yet.



RUSHING ATT GAIN LOST NET TD AVG
Javon Ringer 390 1743 106 1637 22 4.2
Andre Anderson 26 116 19 97 0 3.7
BJ Cunninhgam 4 56 0 56 0 14.0
Keshawn Martin 9 62 11 51 0 5.7
AJ Jimmerson 8 14 0 14 0 1.8
Kirk Cousins 3 6 18 -12 0 -4.0
Brian Hoyer 43 103 197 -94 1 -2.2
PASSING ATT COMP PCT YDS TD INT
Brian Hoyer 353 180 51.0 2404 9 9
Kirk Cousins 43 32 74.4 310 2 1
Keshawn Martin 3 2 66.7 59 0 0
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD LONG
Mark Dell 36 679 18.9 3 52
Blair White 43 659 15.3 1 61
BJ Cunningham 41 528 12.9 0 52
Charlie Gantt 19 302 15.9 4 82
Javon Ringer 28 190 6.8 0 17
Keshawn Martin 11 132 12.0 0 42
Andrew Hawken 11 81 7.4 1 21
Garrett Celek 6 50 8.3 1 18
Jeff McPherson 7 47 6.7 0 13
PUNTING NO YDS AVG FC NET BLK In20
Aaron Bates 71 2979 42.0 15 34.4 2 22
KICKING XP 1-29 30-39 40-49 50+ TOTAL LONG
Brett Swenson 34-34 9-10 6-8 6-7 1-3 22-28 50

 OFFENSE 2008 STATS BY GAME DEFENSE
 MSU 2008       SKS      SKS
 ATT OPPONENT FD Rush-YDS AVG CO-ATT YDS VS FD Rush-YDS AVG CO-ATT YDS BY TURN
 62,956 at California 23 31 - 81 2.6 20 - 48 321 0 22 36 - 203 5.6 20 - 30 264 1 +1
 71,789 E Michigan 21 52 - 238 4.6 11 - 16 180 1 11 28 - 127 4.5 14 - 31 215 2 -1
 70,321 Florida Atlantic 18 58 - 259 4.5 5 - 15 88 0 9 27 - 82 3.0 8 - 34 143 0 0
 76,366 Notre Dame 16 43 - 203 4.7 12 - 26 143 0 18 22 - 16 0.7 24 - 41 242 3 +2
 31,832 at Indiana 23 52 - 236 4.5 14 - 26 261 0 19 28 - 189 6.8 23 - 44 284 1 +3
 77,526 Iowa 15 34 - 91 2.7 13 - 24 184 1 19 39 - 151 3.9 15 - 22 158 3 +2
 32,527 at Northwestern 18 43 - 128 3.0 14 - 20 169 2 27 32 - 176 5.5 34 - 61 283 1 +3
 77,360 Ohio St 14 21 - 52 2.5 23 - 39 188 3 18 52 - 216 4.2 7 - 11 116 2 -5
 110,146 at Michigan 22 48 - 167 3.5 18 - 30 306 5 13 31 - 84 2.7 13 - 27 168 4 +1
 75,121 Wisconsin 20 29 - 25 0.9 20 - 45 287 3 21 47 - 281 6.0 14 - 29 149 1 0
 75,522 Purdue 15 42 - 146 3.5 10 - 22 154 0 13 40 - 108 2.7 13 - 30 83 5 -3
 109,845 at Penn St 23 24 - 35 1.5 32 - 49 287 3 19 35 - 138 3.9 19 - 31 419 1 -2
 59,681 † Georgia 16 34 - 31 0.9 22 - 39 205 6 19 33 - 81 2.5 20 - 31 250 2 +1
TOTALS 244 511 - 1692 3.3 214 - 399 2773 24 228 450 - 1852 4.1 224 - 422 2774 26 +2
AVERAGES 18.8 39 - 130 3.3 16 - 31 213 6.0% 17.5 35 - 142 4.1 17 - 32 213 6.2% 0.2

STADIUM: SPARTAN STADIUM (75,005) (#21)
PLAYING SURFACE: GRASS

 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 9 Yr Total
Straight Up 5-6 7-5 4-8 8-5 5-7 5-6 4-8 7-6 9-4 54-55
Home 4-2 4-2 3-5 5-2 4-2 3-3 2-5 5-2 6-1 36-24
Away 1-4 2-3 1-3 3-2 1-5 2-3 2-3 2-3 3-2 17-28
Neutral 0-0 1-0 0-0 0-1 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-1 0-1 1-3
vs Conf 2-6 3-5 2-6 5-3 4-4 2-6 1-7 3-5 6-2 28-44
vs Non-Conf 3-0 4-0 2-2 3-2 1-3 3-0 3-1 4-1 3-2 26-11
ATS 6-5 6-6 2-9-1 6-7 5-7 4-7 3-8-1 8-4-1 6-6-1 46-59-4
Home Fav 3-1 1-4 1-5 2-3 1-1 2-3 1-3 2-3 3-2-1 16-25-1
Home Dog 1-1 1-0 0-1-1 1-1 2-2 0-1 0-2-1 1-0-1 0-1 6-9-3
Away Fav 0-2 0-1 0-0 1-0 1-3 1-1 0-2 1-1 3-0 7-10
Away Dog 2-1 3-1 1-3 2-2 1-1 1-2 2-1 3-0 0-2 15-13
Neutral 0-0 1-0 0-0 0-1 0-0 0-0 0-0 1-0 0-1 2-2
vs Conf 4-4 3-5 1-6-1 5-3 5-3 2-6 1-7 5-2-1 4-4 30-40-2
vs Non-Conf 2-1 3-1 1-3 1-4 0-4 2-1 2-1-1 3-2 2-2-1 16-19-2
Off SU Win 2-3 4-2 0-3-1 4-4 2-3 2-3 2-1-1 5-2 4-4-1 25-25-3
Off SU Loss 3-2 2-3 1-6 2-2 3-3 1-4 1-6 2-2-1 2-1 17-29-1

 YR BOWL/TM RANK LINE OPPONENT SCORE
 99 Citrus - #9 +2’ Florida - #10 37-34
 01 Silicon Valley +4’ Fresno St - #20 44-35
 03 Alamo +3 Nebraska - #22 3-17
 07 Champs Sports +5’ Boston College - #14 21-24
 08 Capital One - #19 +8’ Georgia - #16 12-24

OFFENSE - LAST 7 YEARS - DEFENSE
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PLAYER TKL SKS TFL PBU INT
Greg Jones 127 2 12 1 0
Eric Gordon 85 3 4.5 3 0
Otis Wiley 78 0 2 7 4
Dan Fortener 69 0 1 7 2
Adam Decker 56 0 6 0 0
Ryan Allison 50 0.5 2 2 0
Chris Rucker 45 1 3 4 2
Brandon Long 39 5.5 1.5 2 0
Jeremy Ware 31 0 1 6 1
Brandon Denson 31 1.5 0 3 0
Marcus Hyde 31 0 0 0 1
Trevor Anderson 30 8 2.5 0 0
Ross Weaver 28 1 1.5 7 1
Justin Kershaw 28 3 5 0 0
Kendell Davis-Clark 27 0 0.5 3 1
Johnny Adams 21 0 2 4 2
Oren Wilson 15 0 1.5 0 0
Colin Neely 14 0.5 1.5 0 0
Dwayne Holmes 14 0 4.5 1 0
David Rolf 9 0 0 0 0
PUNT RETURNS NO YDS AVG TD
Otis Wiley 24 249 10.4 0
KICK RETURNS NO YDS AVG TD
Glenn Winston 16 364 22.8 0
AJ Jimmerson 9 214 23.8 0

 – at California +5 31-38
 –  E Michigan -21 42-10
 –  Florida Atlantic -17 17-0
 –  Notre Dame -8’ 23-7
 – at Indiana -8 42-29
 –  Iowa -6’ 16-13
 #23 at Northwestern -1’ 37-20
 #20  Ohio St - #12 +3 7-45
 – at Michigan -4 35-21
 #22  Wisconsin -5’ 25-24
 #18  Purdue -9’ 21-7
 #17 at Penn St - #7 +15’ 18-49

 –  Kent St -21 49-14  
 –  Hawaii -31’ 42-14  
 – at Notre Dame - #10 +6 44-41 OT 
 #17 at Illinois -10 61-14  
 #11  Michigan -6 31-34 OT 
 #16 at Ohio St - #15 +6’ 24-35  
 #22  Northwestern -13’ 14-49  
 –  Indiana -17’ 46-15  
 – at Purdue -4’ 21-28  
 – at Minnesota +6 18-41  
 –  Penn St - #5 +8’ 22-31

 – at Rutgers -4’ 14-19  
 –  C Michigan -25 24-7  
 –  Notre Dame +3 24-31  
 – at Indiana -3 30-20  
 – at Iowa +7 16-38  
 –  Illinois -7’ 38-25  
 –  Minnesota - #19 +9 51-17  
 – at Michigan - #12 +11 37-45 3OT 
 –  Ohio St +2 19-32  
 –  Wisconsin - #4 +8 49-14  
 – at Penn St -4 13-37  
 – at Hawaii -6 38-41

 –  UAB -22 55-18
 –  Bowling Green -18 28-17
 –  Pittsburgh -11’ 17-13
 – at Notre Dame -10’ 31-14
 – at Wisconsin - #9 +7 34-37
 –  Northwestern -16’ 41-48 OT
 –  Indiana -3’ 52-27
 – at Ohio St - #1 +18’ 17-24
 – at Iowa -3 27-34 2OT
 –  Michigan - #15 +4 24-28
 – at Purdue +4 48-31
 –  Penn St +2’ 35-31
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2008 STATISTICAL LEADERS

  –  Idaho -29’ 27-17
  –  E Michigan -25’ 52-20
  – at Pittsburgh +3 38-23
  –  Notre Dame - #12 +3 37-40
  –  Illinois   -26 20-23
  – at Michigan - #6 +15’ 13-31
  –  Ohio St - #1 +14’ 7-38
  – at Northwestern -8 41-38
  – at Indiana -7 21-46
  –  Purdue -2’ 15-17
  –  Minnesota +1 18-31
  – at Penn St +17’ 13-17

Sep. 5  Montana St G

Sep. 12  Central Michigan G

Sep. 19 at Notre Dame G

Sep. 26 at Wisconsin A

Oct. 3  Michigan G

Oct. 10 at Illinois A

Oct. 17  Northwestern G

Oct. 24  Iowa G

Oct. 31 at Minnesota A

Nov. 7  Western Michigan G

Nov. 14 at Purdue G

Nov. 21  Penn St G

Nov. 28

Dec. 5

Michigan St has won 10 straight home openers by an avg of 22 ppg. The Bobcats were 7-5 
LY in the Big Sky dropping FBS games to Kansas St (69-10) & Minnesota (35-23).
The Spartans last faced CM in ‘04, a 24-7 win. They are 4-2 overall after losing the 
1st two in ‘91 & ‘92. The Spartans have won 15 straight vs MAC teams.
The visitor had won 7 straight prior to last year’s MSU 23-7 win in East Lansing.
MSU is 9-3 in the series & last year held ND to 16 yds rushing while Ringer had 201.
MSU is 4-8 in this series & the visitor has dropped 4 straight (L/2 by 4 pts total).
LY MSU erased an 11 pt 4Q defi cit & kicked a 44 yd FG with :07 left for the win.
LY’s 35-21 win snapped a 6 game series losing streak & an 8 gm Ann Arbor losing 
streak. Ringer had 194 yds rush & White had a career high 143 yds rec.
The Spartans had a 9 game series win streak snapped in a 23-20 home loss in last 
meeting (‘06). The Spartans have totaled 110 pts in their L/2 visits to Champaign.
The home team has dropped the last 4 with the visitor scoring 44 ppg.
The Spartans forced 3 TO’s & led 17-0 after the 1Q in last year’s 37-20 win.
The home team has won 9 straight as Michigan St survived LY 16-13. MSU forced 3 TO’s 
including 2 in the RZ & stopped Iowa on 4&1 from the MSU 21 late in the 4Q.
Michigan St won 17 straight from ‘77 to ‘97 but has dropped back-to-back games to 
the Gophers & is just 2-5 since ‘98. The teams have avg’d 65 pts the last 4.
These 2 have met 5 times S/‘80 with MSU going 5-0. The last meeting was in 2003 as MSU 
was up 26-14 before WM scored w/:30 left. MSU is as MSU 37-6-2 vs current MAC tms.
Mich St is only 3-7 vs Purdue but has won B2B games including 21-7 LY. MSU held 
PU to 191 yds which is MSU’s best under Dantonio & Purdue’s worst under Tiller.
The Spartans have failed to win the Land Grant Trophy in 12 of the L/16 attempts.
Last year was for the Big Ten Title & Ringer was held to a season-low 42 yds.

BIG TEN • BIG TEN

B
IG

 T
EN

 •
 B

IG
 T

EN

Phil’s Homefi eld Edge-3.75
2009 Schedule Diffi culty-#10

LAST 5 
BOWL 

GAMES 
Michigan St’s

All-Time 
Bowl

Record
7-12

MARK DANTONIO (Career 34-27)

RETURNING STARTERS:

 OFFENSE: 7
 DEFENSE: 8
LETTERMEN:

Returning: 45 (18,24,3)
Lost: 15 (7,7,1)

2008 RECORD:

(9-4)

 16-10 / 34-27 SU
 11-3 / 24-7 Home
 5-5 / 9-18 Away
 0-2 / 1-2 Neutral
 9-7 / 20-18 Vs Conf

 0-3 / 1-8 Vs Top 10
 0-7 / 2-14 Vs Top 25
 3-3 / 3-9 Vs BCS Tms
 0-3 / 3-6 Off A Bye
 4-4 / 14-10 Off A Loss

BIG TEN
2008 AVERAGE ATTENDANCE: 74,858 (#20)

Dantonio AT MICHIGAN ST/OVERALL
3rd Year at Michigan St Bowls: 1-2

 RET OFF TOTAL OFF OFF OFF PASS OFF SKS TOTAL  RET DEF TOTAL DEF DEF DEF PASS DEF SKS
 STS PTS OFF RUSH YPC PASS % YPP VS TURN  STS PTS DEF RUSH YPC PASS % YPP BY

 MSU Pre – Post #24
Rank Opponent  Line Score

 CAREER PASSING LEADERS CAREER RUSHING LEADERS CAREER RECEIVING LEADERS
1. Jeff Smoker 8,932 ‘00-’03 1. Lorenzo White 4,887 ‘84-’87 1. Andre Rison 2,992 ‘85-’88
2. Drew Stanton 6,524 ‘03-’06 2. Javon Ringer 4,398 ‘05-‘08 2. Charles Rogers 2,821 ‘01-’02
3. Brian Hoyer 6,159 ‘05-‘08 3. Tico Duckett 4,212 ‘89-’92 3. Kirk Gibson 2,347 ‘75-’78

 MSU Pre – Post –
Rank Opponent  Line Score

 MSU Pre – Post –
Rank Opponent  Line Score

 MSU Pre – Post –
Rank Opponent  Line Score

 MSU Pre – Post –
Rank Opponent  Line Score

 7* 25.1 343 130 3.3 213 53.6 13.7 24 +2 2008 6 22.1 356 142 4.1 213 53.1 16.1 26
 6 33.1 417 198 4.4 219 59.0 12.6 30 +2 2007 6 26.6 346 126 3.6 220 58.2 13.0 40
 7* 25.2 357 129 4.0 228 59.5 14.2 28 -1 2006 6 28.4 364 133 3.8 231 58.0 12.8 16
 8* 33.8 497 202 4.9 295 66.1 14.7 24 -1 2005 5 28.7 410 165 4.6 245 60.6 14.3 16
 7 29.4 461 239 5.7 222 58.6 15.6 8 -10 2004 5 27.2 381 172 4.4 209 54.9 14.0 20
 6* 27.9 367 97 3.2 270 61.7 13.2 32 +11 2003 8 22.5 380 125 3.2 255 54.2 16.9 45
 8* 26.3 371 142 4.0 229 55.2 14.1 33 -7 2002 7 33.2 403 214 4.7 189 49.4 12.1 17

2008 RESULTS2007 RESULTS2006 RESULTS2005 RESULTS2004 RESULTS
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Cincinnati ‘04-‘06

C Joel NitchmanC Joel Nitchman


